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Bill Analysis Bill No.ESSB5348

Reorganizingthe statelibrarycommission.
BriefTitle HearingDate:3/24/99

SenatorsGardner,Horn,andSpanel Staff:SteveLundin
Sponsor(s) StateGovernmentCommittee

Phone:786-7127

BACKGROUND:

TheStateLibraryhasa numberofduties,including:(1)providinglibraryandotherinformationservicesto
membersofthe Legislature,stateofficials,andstateemployeesin connectionwiththeirofficialduties;(2)
acquiringmaterialsthatpertaintothe historyofthe state;(3)servingasa depositoryfor newspapers
publishedin thestate;(4)promotingelectronicaccesstopublicinformationandservices;(5)providing
advisoryservicestostate agenciesontheirinformationneeds;(6)providinglibraryandinformationservices
topersonsthroughoutthestatewhoareblindorphysicallyhandicapped;(7)assistinglibrariesandpersons
aroundthestatetoestablishanddeveloplibraryservices;(8)actingasaninterlibraryloancenterfor libraries
in thestate;and(9) assistingtheprovisionofdirect libraryinformationandservicestoindividuals.

TheStateLibraryCommissionis createdconsistingoffive membersthatincludetheSuperintendentofPublic
Instruction,whois thechairofthe commission,andfour commissionersappointedbythe Governor,oneof
whomisa librarytrusteewhenappointedandoneofwhomis a certifiedlibrarianactuallyengagedin library
workwhenappointed.Commissionersareappointedtofour-yeartermsofoffice. TheStateLibrary
Commissionsetsgeneralpolicies,proposesbudgets,hiresthestatelibrarian,andestablishesrulesand
examinationsfor personsseekingtobecertifiedaslibrarians.

SUMMARY:

Statutesrelatingtothe StateLibraryandStateLibraryCommissionarerevisedandreorganized.

It is clarifiedthattheStateLibraryCommissionis thegoverningboardofthe StateLibrary.Thecomission
electsa chairfromits membership.

MembershipontheStateLibraryCommissionis alteredtonolongerincludetheSuperintendentofPublic
Instruction.TheGovernorappointsall fivecommissionerswithaddedrequirementsfor personswhoare
appointed,beyondtheexistingrequirementthatonecommissionermustbea certifiedlibrarianactively
engagedin libraryworkwhenappointedandanothercommissionermustbea librarytrusteewhenappointed.



TheappointedcommissionerreplacingtheSuperintendentofPublicInstructionmustbeaneducatorwith
knowledgeoflibrary andinformationtechnologypolicy.Onecommissionermustbea representativeofthe
executivebranchofstate government.Onecommissionermustbea memberofthe generalpublic.

Provisionis madeforthestaggeringofthe termsofoffice ofthe boardmembers.Fulltermsarefiveyears.

Thedutiesofthe StateLibraryCommissionarerevised.Thecommissionmustmonitoragencyprogress
towardits goalsandobjectives,exertleadershipin developinginformationaccessandlibraryservices,and
establishcontent-relatedstandardsfor commonformatsandagencyindexesfor state-agencyproduced
information.A numberofthe specificresponsibilitiesofthe commissionaredeletedandthe commissionis
authorizedtodelegateresponsibilitiestothe statelibrarian.

Testingandcertificationrequirementsareremovedfromthedirectlist ofresponsibilitiesofthe StateLibrary
Commissionandplacedintoa newsectionoflaw.

Theexpressresponsibilitiesofthe statelibrarianarerevised.Thestatelibrarianis responsiblefor a variety
ofadministrativeduties,that includeimplementingpoliciesanddelegatingauthority.Servicesmaybeprovided
in lieuofmonetaryreimbursementunderagreementswithothers.TheStateLibraryis authorizedtocharge
lendingfeestoother librariesthatchargetheStateLibraryfor similarservices.Theresponsibilitytoassist
in providingdirectlibraryandinformationservicestoindividualsis eliminated.

Theauthoritytoprovidegrantstolocal librariesfor childrenlearn-in-libraryprogramsis eliminated.

FISCALNOTE:Notrequested.

EFFECTIVEDATE:Ninetydaysafteradjournmentofsessionin whichbill is passed.


